
Article 6 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) asserts that everyone has the right
to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. This fundamental right ensures that all
individuals are acknowledged legally, granting them protection and rights regardless of their status
or location.

Legal Protection: Individuals are entitled to legal recognition, which means they can claim
their rights and seek justice.
Universal Application: This right applies to everyone, including residents, refugees, and
tourists, ensuring that no one is excluded from legal protections.
Foundation for Equality: Article 6 supports the principle that all people are equal before
the law, reinforcing the idea that legal rights and duties are inherent to all individuals.

Prevention of Discrimination: By guaranteeing legal recognition, Article 6 helps combat
discrimination and ensures that all individuals can access legal recourse.
Historical Context: The inclusion of this right in the UDHR was crucial post-World War II, as
it aimed to protect individuals from being marginalized or treated as less than human
under the law.
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Identification as Right:
Article 6 (UDHR)
Article 6 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights [1]
Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 217 A (III) of 10 December 1948 

“Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Right to Legal Recognition

Implications of Article 6

Importance of Article 6

Importance of Article 6



Historical Context: The inclusion of this right in the UDHR was crucial post-World War II, as
it aimed to protect individuals from being marginalized or treated as less than human
under the law.

This article is a vital component of the UDHR, emphasizing the importance of legal recognition in
safeguarding human rights globally.

[1] https://nations-
united.org/Universal_Declaration_Of_Human_Rights/Articles_Human_Rights/Articles_6_Human_Right
s_Universal_Declaration_Nations_United_Six.htm 

[2] https://www.undp.org/africa/blog/having-legal-identity-fundamental-human-rights 
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