
Have there ever been people in history who in their time, like us, had so little ground under their
feet, people to whom every possible alter-native open to them at the time appeared equally
unbearable, sense-less, and contrary to life? Have there been those who like us looked for the
source of their strength beyond all those available alternatives? Were they looking entirely in what
has passed away and in what is yet to come? And nevertheless, without being dreamers, did they
await with calm and confidence the successful outcome of their endeavor? Or rather, facing a great
historical turning point, did the responsible thinkers of another generation ever feel differently than
we do today—precisely because something genuinely new was forming that was not yet apparent
in the existing alternatives?
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