
We have to consider that most people learn wisdom only through personal experiences. This
explains, first, the astonishing inability of most people to take any kind of preventive action—one
always believes that he can evade the danger, until it is too late. Second, it explains people’s dull
sensitivity toward the suffering of others; sympathy grows in proportion to the increasing fear of
the threatening proximity of disaster. There is some justification in ethics for such an attitude: one
does not want to interfere with fate; inner calling and the power to act are given only when things
have become serious. No one is responsible for all of the world’s injustice and suffering, nor does
one want to establish oneself as the judge of the world. And there is some justification also in
psychology: the lack of imagination, sensitivity, and inner alertness is balanced by strong
composure, unperturbed energy for work, and great capacity for suffering. From a Christian
perspective, none of these justifications can blind us to the fact that what is decisively lacking here
is a greatness of heart. Christ withdrew from suffering until his hour had come; then he walked
toward it in freedom, took hold, and overcame it. Christ, so the Scripture tells us, experienced in his
own body the whole suffering of all humanity as his own—an incomprehensibly lofty
thought!—taking it upon himself in freedom. Certainly, we are not Christ, nor are we called to
redeem the world through our own deed and our own suffering; we are not to burden ourselves
with impossible things and torture ourselves with not being able to bear them. We are not lords but
instruments in the hands of the Lord of history; we can truly share only in a limited measure in the
suffering of others. We are not Christ, but if we want to be Christians it means that we are to take
part in Christ’s greatness of heart, in the responsible action that in freedom lays hold of the hour
and faces the danger, and in the true sympathy that springs forth not from fear but from Christ’s
freeing and redeeming love for all who suffer. Inactive waiting and dully looking on are not
Christian responses. Christians are called to action and sympathy not through their own firsthand
experiences but by the immediate experience of their brothers, for whose sake Christ suffered.
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