
It is infinitely easier to suffer in obedience to a human command than in the freedom of one’s very
own responsible action. It is infinitely easier to suffer in community with others than in solitude. It is
infinitely easier to suffer publicly and with honor than in the shadow and in dishonor. It is infinitely
easier to suffer through putting one’s bodily life at stake than to suffer through the spirit. Christ
suffered in freedom, in solitude, in the shadow, and in dishonor, in body and in spirit. Since then,
many Christians have suffered with him.
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